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why we’re an
Arts Award Supporter
‘We are an Arts Award Supporter because
the learning offer at Yorkshire Sculpture Park
compliments the aspirations and criteria
required in attaining an Arts Award. This
enables us to reach more young people,
through hands on workshops, projects,
resources and training for teachers. We are
able to introduce the unique experience of
exploring sculpture and nature side by side.
As a Supporter, we offer a safe bridge into the
world of art.’
Janette Robinson, Head of Learning

OUR PROGRAMME
Yorkshire Sculpture Park (YSP) sets out to challenge,
inspire, inform and delight. Each year, thousands of
people of all ages and interests enjoy exhibitions by
some of the world’s finest artists within the grounds of a
beautiful country estate designed in the 18th century.
YSP’s year-round temporary exhibitions programme
includes some of the world’s leading artists across five
indoor galleries and the open air park. Recent highlights
have included exhibitions by Joan Miró, Anish Kapoor,
Jaume Plensa, David Nash, Andy Goldsworthy and Yinka
Shonibare MBE. Sixty works on display across the estate
include James Turrell, Sol LeWitt, Dennis Oppenheim,
Martin Creed, Anthony Caro, Magdalena Abakanowicz and
Ursula von Rydingsvard.
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OUR SUPPORTER OFFER

HOW DO WE PROMOTE IT?

Over 45,000 people a year take part in the learning
activities at YSP. Many of these can help young people to
achieve their Arts Award: for example the Workshops and
Tours Programme is open to people of all ages, abilities
and backgrounds. The Learning team at YSP are all Arts
Award advisers and can support a visit from the booking
stage to supplying post-visit inspiration. The artist-led
sessions are tailored to each group’s interests and needs,
be it a cross-curricular or skills focus.

The Arts Award Supporter offer is included, where
applicable, in Learning at YSP publicity, which is
promoted online and through teacher e-bulletins, events
and festivals.

A typical workshop day will begin with an artist-led tour
across the landscape viewing the open air collection and
visiting one or two galleries. Discussions, drawing and
critical thinking are encouraged and form the inspiration
for the afternoon’s sculpture workshop.
Alongside the Workshops and Tours Programme, YSP
delivers outreach programmes which, where appropriate,
embed Arts Award.

‘Breathing Space brings together art therapy,
trained mentors and vulnerable young people
to Yorkshire Sculpture Park. The project offered
a safe and nurturing environment for seven
young people to come together each week,
over the period of one year. Bronze Arts Award
was integrated into the project. Through a
broad range of artistic media they explored
individuality, they shared experience of an often
turbulent journey towards adulthood and the
space which they inhabit. The young people
created art works for a public exhibition called
I Made That From Scratch and thousands of
visitors enjoyed their work.’

There are two schools outreach programmes Ignite and
Spark, placing artists in up to 35 regional schools every
year. Ignite enables children of all ages and abilities
to work directly with artists both inside and outside
the classroom. Spark targets schools in economically
and socially deprived areas introducing Sculpture and
Environment. Each initiative is underpinned by teacher
training and the development of new resources.

a user’s view
‘I feel this project has showed me that art
is much more than what you see in a gallery.
It’s got meaning behind it.’
Breathing Space project participant

Janette Robinson, Head of Learning
YSP is also investigating ways in which its work can
reach a wider audience, for example working with
Culture Street to develop online resources where young
people review sculptures within the open air collection
and interview the founding and Executive Director,
Peter Murray CBE. This can contribute towards Discover,
Explore or Bronze Arts Award

BENEFITS for the
organisation
◗◗ Arts Award accredits the work YSP provides
◗◗ Arts Award Supporter helps to frame YSP’s offer
in an easily approachable way for schools and
young people
◗◗ Reaches new audiences
◗◗ Extends young people’s experience of the park by
placing it within a wider educational framework

Check the link — www.ysp.org.uk

